A4

Sixth Form

#SGCGASIXTH

ST GEORGE'S ASCOT



What is the EPQ & why do we do it?

Here at St George's Ascot, all girls in Lower Sixth follow the
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) programme of taught skills
and produce an EPQ project. It is an independent piece of work
that you will decide, plan and carry out yourself, supported by
supervisors and teachers along the way.

It is a very valuable qualification that helps to demonstrate to
universities and future employers that you are able to work
independently over a sustained period of time to produce an in
depth piece of work. You will begin your EPQ in September of the
Lower Sixth and work on it until November of the Upper Sixth,
when the final project is due in.

In a nutshell, doing an EPQ means deciding on a topic that you are
interested in, researching a specific title or question from that
topic area, and producing a 5000 word essay on that topic or
creating an artefact around the topic, supported by a research
report of at least 1000 words.




Frequently asked questions

What skills will |
gain by doing the
EPQ?

You will gain many skills, most of
which will be extremely useful for
when you head to university, and
also, for completing A Level
coursework in many subjects. For
example:

Working to deadlines

Planning and managing a project
Decision making and problem
solving

Research skills

Academic writing skills
Presentation skills
Communication skills
Independent thinking

Reflective learning

What will | actually have to do?

Here is the information given by the AQA exam board about the EPQ

qualification.

Pupils are required, with appropriate supervision, to:

e Choose an area of interest

e Draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre
e Plan, research and carry out the project

e Deliver a presentation to a non specialist audience

e Provide evidence of all stages of project development and production

for assessment.

So, you will need to research, plan and write an essay or create an artefact
about a topic of your choice. You will also need to write up reflections on
your journey on a special website called ‘Project Q'. At the end of the
process you will hand in your product (the essay or artefact and report),
your production log (Project Q), and give a presentation about what you

have done and what you have learnt.

Some pupils choose to create an artefact, instead of writing

the 5000 word essay. This is a fantastic option and could

What is include creating a piece of artwork, a musical composition,
the running an event, creating a children’s story, or any other
artefact? activity that is appropriate for your topic. If you create an

artefact, it must still be researched thoroughly and you will
need to write up a research report of at least 1000 words.



There are many benefits to completing an EPQ
during your Sixth Form years, including the

following:
. . e You gain many skills (see list) that help

Why Is It prepare you for university and future
important? employment

e |t gives you both UCAS points (it is worth half
Why do we do an A Level) and a talking point for future
it at St interviews and personal statements

’ e Academic research completed by the

George S University of Southampton has shown that
Ascot? pupils who complete an EPQ, typically benefit

from better scores in their final A Levels

¢ Some universities give reduced offers to EPQ
pupils for entry to their courses

o EPQ pupils typically do better at university
after completing the qualification.

How is the EPQ marked at the end of the process?

Your supervisor marks your EPQ. It is then moderated within the school
by the Centre Co-ordinator and Academic Deputy Head. Then, most of
the projects are sent off to AQA for further moderation, and final grades
are released with A Level results in August.

The supervisor uses a strict set of guidelines for marking your EPQ. They
have to mark every aspect, including the project, presentation,
production log and any supporting documentation that you submit.
They use four assessment objectives to give you your final mark

AO1: Manage the projects (planning and monitoring of progress,
organisational skills, etc.)

AO2: Use resources (choosing a wide range of resources and assessing
their value, referencing properly etc.)

AO3: Develop and realise (how you use your research and the actual
creation of the product itself)

AO4: Review (how well you evaluate your strengths and weaknesses,
and your communication skills)



Who's Who in EPQ

EPQ Centre Co-ordinator
Mrs Thomson

Mrs Thomson's role is to oversee the EPQ journey
for all of the girls in the Sixth Form. She organises
the programme of taught skills and delivers some
of those important sessions on academic research,
writing and referencing with the assistance of Mr
Hoar. The co-ordinator is also responsible for
supporting the supervisors to assist you with your
individual progress, and for helping with marking
everybody's projects. You will see Mrs Thomson
every week for a taught skills lesson, and can book
to see her individually to seek further help with

‘t your EPQ at any time in the year.
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EPQ Supervisors

Every pupil is allocated their own supervisor from the extensive team here at St
George's. The EPQ supervisors come from many different subject areas and are
carefully matched with pupils and their topic ideas at the start of Lower Sixth. The
supervisor is the most important member of staff to you as an individual during your
EPQ journey. The supervisor is the person who will help you explore topic areas, narrow
down your title or question and give you guidance on each step of the research journey.
You will meet with your supervisor every 2-3 weeks as an individual or in small group
tutorials throughout the whole journey of your EPQ. The supervisor is also the person
who marks your project at the end of the process.




The EPQ Journey

The EPQ journey is supported through a series of taught skills
sessions. These workshops, talks and seminars will help you to
develop skills in research, referencing and IT and put you in the
best position to complete your project to a high standard. These
sessions are also super helpful for preparing for university study
skills. Here is a sample EPQ taught skills programme:

Week

Taught Skills Session

Introduction to EPQ: Getting Started

Workshop: Exploring ideas and developing questions
Workshop: Getting organised with IT

Research skills 1: Selecting resources and assessing reliability

Library Induction & Skills Session 1
Workshop: IT to support research

Half Term
Refining your question and making a proposal

Research skills 2: Print resources

Research skills 3: Using online resources

IT focus: collaborative working and communications tools to support
progress

Planning for next steps
Drop In session

Christmas Holidays

Planning workshop 1: Time management and working to deadlines

Planning workshop 2: IT skills to support planning

Planning for artefacts

Ethics and using primary research
Library skills 4: referencing and bibliographies

Managing data and statistics in academic research



Week

20

21

22

24

25
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27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

Taught Skills Session

Half Term
More about the research journal
Preparing your planning review
EPQ assessment

IT skills for managing data

Looking ahead to the mid-project review

Easter Holidays

Library session 5: More on referencing and bibliographies

Structuring your report or essay
What is plagiarism and how to avoid it
Descriptive vs critical writing
Drop In Session
Creating convincing conclusions
Half Term
Exams week!
Reflective writing

Presentation skills

Preparing for next steps over the Summer

Finalising your project







